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Welcome to all Parishioners and to all our friends from different faith traditions!  
 

 
Reflecting on the second readings of the Sunday 
Liturgy almost always provides us a glimpse of the 
life of the early Christian communities. The Acts of 
the Apostles and the Pauline writings particularly 
allow us to imagine how life was like during Biblical 
times. Our second reading for this Sunday is one 
good example of this. St. Paul’s letter to the 
people at Corinth reveals to us the early church’s 
propensity to base their loyalty to human 
personalities rather than Christ: “I am for Paul, “I 
am for Apollos,” “I am for Cephas….” St. Paul’s 
response to these statements reveals his 
disappointment: “Has Christ been parcelled out. 
Was it Paul that was crucified for you? Were you 
baptised in the name of Paul?” 
 

The propensity to sway towards a particular 
person or an ideology is widely known and 
generally evident. We can reflect on how people 
gravitate towards certain political parties during 
election period. In some places around the world, 
celebrity-turned-politicians have attracted 
followers to the point of being elected to the 
government. When this type of disposition 
however is allowed to govern one’s life so much 
so faith is ultimately ignored or negated, then 
one’s faith priority in life is compromised.  
 

St. Paul clearly disfavours a popularity-based 
church. He sees this manner of church life as 
fomenting disagreements and unnecessary 
conflicts within the community. More seriously, it 
‘displaces’ Christ out of His own Church. We can 
sense some degree of idolatry when our faith-life 
is centred on church personalities rather on Christ 

Himself. St. Paul is right when he asks the 
question who really died for our sake, who 
sacrificed his own life for freedom, and who gave 
his life to show God’s unconditional live? 
 

While we serve each other through the gifts that 
have been given to us, we must always remember 
that it is still God who is responsible why we have 
gifts in the first place. If we serve, we serve the 
Lord. In the end, we serve only God or we serve 
nothing at all. 
 

Let us focus on our Lord whom we serve and 
when we serve. “I am for Christ” should be our 
heart’s desire. We pray that those called to parish 
leadership will have only one thing in mind: to 
serve God through our parish. Let us pray: 
 

O God, we ask you to send your Holy Spirit to 
guide our parish in the selection of members for 
our Parish Pastoral Council. We are a parish 
that wants to do your will and carry out the 
mission Jesus entrusted to us. Help us find the 
women and men who will work with our pastors 
and guide us in our mission. We need women 
and men who will listen to the wisdom of the 
spirit and the needs of the people. We need 
women and men who are open to the ideas of 
others and who will work to bring us all together 
in unity as sisters and brothers in Christ. We 
need women and men who have great love for 
you and for our parish. Continue to bless our 
parish so we can be a people filled with joy and 
faith as we live out our call to follow your Son, 
Jesus. Amen.

“I am for Christ.” 
1 Corinthians 1:12 



TIMELINE FOR OUR PPC ELECTION 
 

JANUARY 28-29: PERIOD OF NOMINATION 

Nominations will be called for the four (4) elected positions of the Parish Pastoral Council. 
 

FEBRUARY 28: NOMINATIONS CLOSE 

After a period of calling for nominations, a period of thanksgiving for all nominations received. 
 

MARCH 11,12, 13: VOTING PERIOD 

The Election will be undertaken after the homily. Ballots will also be sent via Flocknote and made available 
via the parish website: https://www.bunburyparish.org. 

 
 
 

WELCOME TO ST PAT’S. Let us warmly welcome 
to our church, the Benhura Family. They are 
originally from Zimbabwe and then spent some time 
in South Africa before migrating to Australia. We 
pray and wish them a grace-filled life in Australia. 
(L-R: Shylet, Tapi, Tana and Tawanda) 
 

 
 
A MASSIVE THANK YOU. Our parish 
acknowledges the generosity of the following who, 
in various beautiful ways, have donated their time, 
talent and treasures for our Christmas Community 
Lunch which was held last Sunday, 11 December 
2022: Adrian Barrett, Bunbury Soup Van, Tim Yuen, 
Keith – Staleys Foods, Shaun – Buckingham 
Meats, Leith and Graham - Bunbury Farmers 
Market, Shaun Marwick - Lonsdale Hire, John and 
Maria Italiano, St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, 
Melanie Stapleton, Melanie Toia, Marg Ashworth, 
Rosa Tognela, Aurelia Evans, Gill Alberti, Marie 
Palfrey, Rosina Ianello, Rita Ghasseb, Alison 
Piacentini, Harry Piacentini, Thomas Piacentini, 
Melanie Tan, Georgia Brown, Paul Cronin, Irene 
Rodgers, Liz and Peter Lomax, Michael Dixon, Kim 
Fildes, Linda and Alfred Leigh, Kerry and Kerry 
Hawley, Carly Gellard, Sarah Harrison, Tricia Ward, 
Mark Jennings, Joe D’Esposito, Rose Anderson, 
Couples for Christ – Rey Caseres,  
 
 
 

 
Filipino Community, Bishop Gerard Holohan, Fr. 
Archie Carampatan, Deacon Nathan Barrie, Kirsty 
Frontino, Maria Kathleen Abante, Simon Healy, 
Helen Brown. For your prayers and support, we 
thank you all. Until next December 2023! 
 
STEWARDSHIP: Cleaning Ministry. Let us thank 
Michael Cavan and Tom C. for joining the 
Cathedral cleaning ministry. Please pray for their 
ministry. 
 

STEWARDSHIP: Greeting Ministry. We welcome 
the following parishioners to our greeting ministry: 
Lynette Amonini, Wally Ceccanti and Doug Fee. 
We appreciate your generosity in sharing your 
ministry to our church.  
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S FAMILY. 

 
Welcome to Hugo William Dowson who was 
baptised on 28 December 2022. His parents are 
Ryan John Dowson and Nicole Patricia Palumbo. 
 

 
Welcome to Aubrey Louise Lovegrove who 
received the grace of baptism on 28 December 
2022. Her parents are Mathew Ryan and Courtney 
Louise Lovegrove.  
 
 


